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generate its tail, and this may be interpreted in terms
of the selection-theory, since the chamaeleon with its
tail coiled up or embracing a branch has not been,
in the course of its evolution, subjected to the
frequently recurrent casualty which has beset most
other lizards. Spencer said," "We cannot arbitrarily
assume that wherever a missing organ has to be
reproduced there exists the needful supply of deter-
minants representing that organ," but Weismann made
no such arbitrary assumption. Many organs are lost
which are not regenerated, even when, as far as
materials or differentiation are concerned, it would
be easy to replace them. Why the everywhere
present uniform physiological units that Spencer
believed in should not replace them, we do not know ;
but if the distribution of regenerative determinants
has been wrought out by selection, we understand
the facts.

Spencer said that the hypothesis of a supply of
determinants lying latent at or near the seat of injury,
and able to reproduce the missing part in all its details,
and to do this several times over, was " a strong
supposition." We venture to think that the hypo-
thesis that the same result is achieved by the
"physiological units," which are all of the same
kind, is a weak supposition. Spencer said: " Repro-
duction of the lost part would seem to be a normal
result of the proclivity towards the form of the entire
organism." But it is difficult to see why " proclivity
of the physiological units towards the form of the
entire organism " should bring about the regeneration
of a tail here and a head there, a claw here and an
eye there. But Spencer was too acute a thinker not
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